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| CONSIDERATIONS 


ABOUT 


4 


AMONG 


\ Proteſtants, &.. 


E Proteſtant Religion, introduced into this  Na- 
tion, by the Apoſtolical way and means of the 
Holineſs and laborious Packing of its Profeſlors, 


all ſorts, being now through fixed in. the Minds of the Body 
_ of the People, and, unto them by Lawsand Qaths, 1s 
become the principal Intereſt of the Nation, which caninor be 
ſhaken or ans without the:Ruine of the Go 
and Deſtruction of the People. eg therefore leſs bei 
| ay ont gun of the F oy HERR their 


_ "in Exrope, for the rei — F 
/. theNation hath been, rodcing Fey hu _ I o—_ years . / 
bg with fears, Ten, and apprenſions of Gungers, to. an; 0 


confirmed with the Martyrdom of multitudes of 
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EL preat diſturbance of the Government, and. diſquietment of the. | 
-t SubjeQs; nor canit be otherwiſe whil'ſt they know that there 
Is a pregnant Deſign for their total ſubverſion, together with the 

Ruine of the Proteſtant Religion un other p.aces, which would 
have enſued thereon. But, | 


- 2. This Religion ſoreceived and approved by the People, as 
the only true way to ſalvation, (accompanied. with an Abhor- 
rency of. the ſuperſtition, Idolatry. and Hereſies of the Church 
of. Rome, partly on the general account of their own nature, and 
partly on particular Reaſons -and Provocations * from the At- 
tempts of thoſe that belong unto that Church, for the Ruine of 
them and their Religion) and joyntly profeſſed in the ſame con- {. 
_ feſſion of Faith, hath been preſerved by the means of-a Fatth- | 
'ful laborious Miniſtry, under the care, protection and outward © 
Government of the Supreme Power,as the greateſt Bullwark of 
'} _ the Proteſtant Religion in Europe. | Wi 


3.'. The only Weakneſs in it, as the Intereſt of the Nation, 
(betore it-was infeſted with Novel Opinions) was the differences 
that have been amongſt many of the Profeſſors of it, from 
the very firſt beginning of the Reformation, and which' are 
continued unto this day. | 


4+ Theſe differences though conſiſting now in many Par- 
ticulars of leſs moment, aroſe originally, ſolely from the Con- | 
- | ſtitution of an Authoritative National Church State. For ſome. 


: < would haveit-to be of one fort namely, Epiſcopal, fome ot ano- 
E4-/ ther, namely, Presbyterian; ſome would have-it of a divine O- 


\"_. . _Tiginal, others of an Humane, which muſl be the Judgment of 

 \ . the King and Parliament, who know it to be whar they have 
oy madeit, and nothung elſe; and ſome judge-it a meer Uſurpation 

b __ on the Power of the Civil Government, and #he Liberties of 
& | the People. OE we rs» þ Wi PSTN 


on Ge TE: . 
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25'5--:1t is therefore acknowledged that the Body. of Chriſtian : 


le 
People in this Nation profeilimg the Proteſtant Religion, with a 
-. Peteſtaition of Popery; having the Goſpel preached unto them, 
and the Sacraments duely admuniſtred, under the Rule ot-the 
King, are the Church of England. But as unto an Authoritative 
National Church, conſiſting folely in-the Power and Intereſt of 
the Clergy, wherein the People, either as Chriſtians, Proteſtants 
_ or Subjectsof the Kingdom are not concerned; ſuch as is at pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhed, farther enquiry may be made about it. 


_—— SP 


| © 6, There is a threefold Form of ſuch a Church, at preſent + 
7 - contended for. The firſt is Papal, the ſecond Epiſcopal, and the ; 
; third Presbyterian. ; | 


|  7.Thefirſt Form of anAuthoritativeNationalChurch-State a- 
moneſt us, as in other places, was Papal: And the fole uſe of it  * 
here in Exg/and, was to embroyl our Kings in their Governmeng, | 
to oppreſs the People in their Souls, Bodies, and Eſtates, and to 
| fell us all, asbranded ſlaves, unto Rome. Theſe things: have 
been ſufficiently manifeſted. But in other places eſpecially in 
Germany, whilſt otherwiſe they were all of one Religion, in 
Dottrine and Worſhip, all conform to the Church of Rome ; yet 
1n bloody conteſts meerly about this Authoritative Church State, 
many Emperours were ruined,and an hundred ſet Battels fought 
in the Field. | | ; 


8. 'At the Reformation this Church State, was accommoda- - 
. ted; (as was ſuppoſed) unto the Intereſt of the Nation, to obvi- 
ate /the evils ſuffered . from it, under the 9ther Form, and. 
reader it of uſe - unto the Religion eſtabliſhed, , Yet expe- 
rience manifeſts that, partly-from its Conſtitution, partly from 
the Inclinations.of. them'.by whom it is managed, orher. evils 

have accompanied or followed it, .which until they are remo. . 
ved, the weakneſs of the Proteſtant Intereſt through mutual Di- 
—_— | _ © viſions, 


[ 


wiſions, will remain among 'us. And among others, they are 
theſe, Y-; : __ 
i. An Encroachment on the Civil Rights and Governmene 
of the Nation, in the Courts and Furiſdittions pretended to be- 
long or to be annexed unto this Church State over the Perſons; 
Goods, and Liberties of the SubieC&ts, (yea inſome caſes their - 
Lives.) It is the undoubted Right and Liberty of the e- of 
this Nation, thatno actual Juriſdiction ſhould be exerciſed over 
their Perſons, Eſtates, or Liberties, in a way collateral unto,and 
independent on rhe Publicks Adminiftration of Juſtice unto all, 
derived from the Sovereign Power,and executed by known Offi- 
cers, Rules and Orders, according unto the Lawsof the Realm. 
If this be taken from them, all other Pretences of ſecuring the 
Liberty,and Property of the Subjects,are of no advantage unto 
them. For whilſt they have Juſtice in legal publick- Cor 
duely adminiſtred untothem,they may be oppreſſed and rui 
(as many are fo everyday) by this pretended Collateral irregular 


\ '- Power and Juriſdiction over their Ferſons, Goods md Liberties; 


from which it ſeems to be the Duty of the Parliament to de- 
liver them. And it isthe Right of the Kings of this Nation, 
that.no external Power over the Subjeas be exerciſed but in 
their tame, by vertue of their Commiſſion, to be granted and 
executed according unto rhe Laws of the Land. This Rig 
. of Kings, and this Liberty of SubjeQs alſo,are ſo ſacred, 
they ought not to beentrenched on by any pretence of Church 
or Religion. For what is of God's own appointment will touch 

, Neither of them. But:the adminiſtrarioh of this Juriſdiction 
as it is exerciſed with.a fide wind Power, diſtintt, different from 
and in ſotne thingscontrary uato the publick Juftice of the Na- 
tion, ( wherein all the Subje&ts have an equal Intereſt) andby 
the Rules of a law forraign unto that of the Ki n, is 2 
great cauſe of the continuation of Diviſions amongProteſtants, . 
unto the weakning of the Intereft of Religion itictf. 


2, It 
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Peaceable Subjefts, in their Liberties and Eſtates ; not for any er- 
ror in the Chriſtian Faith, not forany Declenſion from the Pro- 
teſtant Religion or compliance with Popery, not forany Immo- 


- ralities, but meerly and ſolely fortheir non-compliance with, 


andfabmiſſion untothok things which are ſuppoſed neceſſar 

an eeaniey. Per che wits emma abs lane 
| wh 1 

fed conformity in Canonical Obedience, Ceremanies, Rin wad 

Modes 'of Worſhip, hath no other end but the ſuftentation and 


* preſervation thereof ; being things otherwiſe, that belong not 


to Chriſtian Religion. This began, this will perpetuate our 
Diviſions, ts will not be healed whil'ft it is DO And 
wn the two __—_ wo _ pars won > at this 

contending as it were for lite, ſoul; ing, ( con-' 
timred Defign of the former, under various pretences, => by 
great variety of Attempts, being come unto its fatzl Tryal, as. 


unto itsTflae; ) It will not be thought meet by wiſe men,whoſe 


entire Intereſt in Religion and the Liberties of the Nation are 


. concerned, in this conteſt to. continue'the-Body of Proteſtants 


in Diviſions, with mutual Animoſities, and the diſtruſt of Mul- 
titudes, on ſuch unneceſſary Occaſions. 


3. Whereasby vertue of this State and Conſtitution, ſundry 
Perſons are intereſtedin Honours, Dignities, Power and wealth, 
mall which they have an immediate, (and not meerly legal) De- 
| ne dd , fince their Separation from the Pope;they 

e conſtantly made it their buſineſs to promote abſolute Mo- 


- narchical Power, without reſpe&t unto the true Conſtitution of 
the Government of this Nation, whichin ſundry Inſtances hath' 


been difadvantageous to Kings themſelves, as wellias an Incum- 
brance tothe People in Parliament. For although their Conſti- 
tution doth really entrench L the Kings legal Power, in the 
diction, yetito ſecure :their own 

6 EO Intereſts, 
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himſelf. 


9. The Fvils and 'Inconveniencies of this -Conſtiturion, of 
an Authoritative National Church State, have been greatly en: 
creaſed and propagated in rhis Nation, as unto the heightening 
of. Diviſions among Proteſtants, by the endeavours that have 
been-'to confirm and continue this State 1n. an extraordinary 
way ; ſuch were the Oath called, &c. and the late Oath ar Ox- 
ford, wherecn many cober peaceable Proteſtant Miniſters have 
been troubled, and tome utterly ruined ; - which hath: much pro- 
voked the Indignation of the People, againſt thoſe who occa- 
ſioned that Law, and for whoſe ſake it was enacted ;- and en. 
creaſed the ſuſpition that thoſe who manage theſe things, would 
have men believe, that their State and Rule, is as ſacred as the © 
Crown, or Religion itſelf, unto the great - diſparagement -of 
them both ; which things are effe&tual engines to expell all 
Peace and Union among Proteſtants, Fir OO Is 


'10, Thoſe who are for the Presbyterian Form of an Au- 
thoritative National! Church State, do indeed cut off, and caſt a« 
way moſt of thoſe things v hich are the matter of conteſt be- 
tween the preſent diſſenting Parties, and ſo -make a nearerap- 
proach towards a firm Union among all Froteſtants than the 0- 
ther do; yet ſuch an Authoritative Church State in that form, is 
neither proper tor, nor:poſſible unto this Nation, nor conſiſtent 
with that Preheminence of the Crown, that Liberty of .the Sub- 
| jets, and freedomof the Conſciences of Chriſtians, which arg 
their due. But this being not much among us pretended ung, 
it neednot further be ſpokenof. oo - Smet 


OT” 242 R008 
Is, It is-evident therefore that whilſt the Evils-enumers- 
GE Ig ted 


(7) | 
ted, are not ſeparated from the preſent Authoritative Nationad - 
Church Conſtitution, but the powers of it are put in execution, 
and the ends of it purſued, it is altogether vain to expect Peace 
and Union among Proteſtants in Fxg/and ; it neither hath been 
.1o, nor ever will be ſo, fire and ſaggot will not be able to effect 
it. Who ſhall reconcile the endleſs diflcrences that are, and 
| have been about the Power, Courts, and Juriſdictions of this: 
 F Church State, whether they be agrecable unto the Laws of the: 
| Land, andLiberty of the Subjects. The fixed Judgement of. 
many that they have no legal Authority ar preſent, nor iny 
Power given them by the Law of the Land, whereon they 
dare not ſubmit unto them, is no leſs chargeable, dangerous and 
pernicious unto them, than are their uncouth Vexations and ille- 
gal Proceedings unto them who are unwillingly forced to ſub- 
mit unto them. And. whatever may be expected, the People 
of this Nation will never becontented that their Perſons, Goods, 
or Liberties, ſhall be made Subject unto any Law, butthe Pub- 
lick Royal Law of the Kingdom adminiſtred in legal Courts of 
| Juſtice. Who ſhall undertake that all Chriſtians or Proteſtants 
in this Nation ſhall ever ſubmit their conſciences and practices, 
to a multitude of Impoſitions no way warranted in the Scrip- 
tures 2 Or how any of the other evils thatare the cauſes of all 
our Diviſions ſhall be removed , cannot eaſily be declared. 
q 


' 12. If it ſhall be ſaid #hat if this Authoritative. National 
Church State ſhould be removed, and no other of another 
form, ſet up inthe room of it; or be diveſted of the Powers 
claimed at preſent by it, it will be impoſſible to preſerve the 
Proteſtant Religion amongſt us, to keep Uniformity in the Pro- 
feſſion of it,and Agreement amongſt its Profetlors ; It is anſwe* 
red, (x) Nothing ought to-be removed but what is a real Cauſe, 
or unneceſſary Occaſion at leaſt,of all the difformity and diſor.- 
der that is amongſt us, and is likely ſo tocontinue. (2) That 
whil't we have a Proteſtant Xe, and a Proteſtant Parliament, 

: B Proteſtant 
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(8). 


Proteſtant Magiſtrates and Proteftant Miniſters, 


fing of the Holy Providence, fear the Preſervation of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Intereſt in- Eng/and, without any recourſe 
unto ſich a Church Power, as fills all with Divifions. 


| 


with: the due- 
care of the Nation that they may fo'continue, 'and a Proteſtant 


confeſſion of Faith daely adhered unto, Ifli1il not,under the bleſ- 


This I 


fay is that Church of Ezg/and which 1s the principal Bullwark 
of the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt in Europe;namely, a Pro- 


teſtant King, a Proteſtant Parliament,; Proteſtant Magiltrates,. 


Proteſtant Miniſters, a Proteſtant conteſſion of faith eltavliſhed 
by Law, withthe cordial agreement of the Body ot the People 
in all theſe things ; eſteeming the Froteſtant Religion and its 
, Profeſlion their chief Intereſt in this world. To ſuppoſe that a 
few meg, having obtained Honours, Dignities, and Revenues 
unto themſelves, exerciſinga Power and Authority (highly que- 
ſtionable whether legal or no) unto their own advantage, op- 
preſſive unto the People; and by all means perpetuating Difts- 
rences among Proteſtants, are that Church of England, wheeh is 
juſtly eſteemed the Bullwark of the Proteſtant Religion, is an 
high and- palpable miſtake. The Church of E»g/and as unto 
its National Intereſt in the Preſervation of the *Froteſtant Re- 
ligion, is not only ſeparable'*from ir, but weakned by it. ' Yea, 
it there be ſuch a National Conſtirution, as in its ownnature, 
and by the ſecular advantages which it ſupplies men withal, en- 
clines them to prefer their own Intereſt above that of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in general, it willalways endanger rhat Religi- 
 onin any Nation. For hereonthey will judge when*they are 
preſſed, on any occafion or circumſtance of Afairs, that it is 
better to preſerve their own Intereſt, *by vertue of ſome Diſ- 
p=nfations ſecuring unto them their Power and ſecular advanta- 
ges, \ than to venture all by a rigid conteſt for the Proteſtant 


Religion. 


| Nor is it morally poſſible that ever Popery ſh 


ould return into 


« 


this 
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this, or any other Nation, but under the Condutt of ſuch 2 + 


Church Conſtirution ; withour this it hath no prevalent en” 
gine, bur meer force, war and vppreſſion. | 


ther by the Inclinations of them or the greater number of them, 
who have the management of it,or by their Dependance, as 
unto their Intercit, on the ſupream Authority, it rhat happen 
in any age to give countenance thereunto, the whole Nation 
will quickly be infenſibly influenced, and betrayed into Popery 
as it were, they know not how, Hence have been ſuch Na- 
tional Converſions to and fro in Erglind, as have been inno 
cther places or Eountries in the World. For the Care of the 


7 | Bat if the Intereſt of Popery can poſlcſs thisChurch-St ate, ei- 


 Cpublicks Preſcxvation of Religion, being, as it is ſuppoſed, en- 


xtruſted in this Church-Scare and the Managers of it, if by any 


means it be poſlciſed by Popery, or influenced by a Popifh 
Prince, the Religion of the whole Nation will be loſt imme- 
diately. | 


For as unto all other Miniſters who have the immediate | 
Guidance of the People they will ſuppoſe that they can do 
nothing of themſelves in this mattter, but are only obliged. 
unto the conduct of the Church-Srtate itſelf, And having 
their ſtation therein alone, and depending thereon, they may 
eaſily be either ſeduced by their Intereſt, or excluded from 
their Duty by the Power of that Church-State whereunto 
they are Subjet. By this means the whole Intereſt of the 
Proteſtant Religion in this Nation as unto its Preſervation, 
depends on ſuch a State as being the concernment of a few, 
and thoſe ſuchas have an eſpecial! Intereſt of their own, di- 
{tin& from that of the Proteſtant Religion in General,may be 


_ eaſily poſſefſed by Vopery, and-probably would be fo, if they 


ſhould have a Popi/p ZPrincerto influence them, 


B 2 But 


"] | (10) Sh 

7518 -But wh:rcas the People are now poſſefſed ani fully perſus- 
3M: ded of the Truth of Froteſtant Religion, if there be no pub- 
- lick Mact;ne or Engines inſenfibly to turn abour the whole 
il Body of them, butthey. muſt be dealt withal ;znd:vidually or - 
| . parochially, it will, as Was ſaid, be moraily impoſlible, . that 
(Wii ever Popery ſhould become the Religion of this Nation, any 
2B cther way, but by the Deſtruction or Killing of the preſent 
£3 Wil * Inhabitants. . | 


5 Wil Allow that the Church-State ſuppoſed, may in thoſe who 
- | haycrhe Truſt, and Powtr of it, be ſeduced, corrupted, or any 
-3:Wiz way induced or diſpoſed unto the Intereſt of Popery, as it 
may be; It is poſſible ſome zndividual Perſons may be found, 
; | * thar for the ſake of Truth,will expoſe their Zzves 10 the ſie 
ER | _ or otherwiſe. So did many in the days of Quren Miry, 
though now eſteemed by nor a few, fooliſh Zealors for their 
pains. Burthe body of the People through rheir various le- 
gal Relations unto this-Church-State, deſerting the care of 
their own Preſervation; by their Truſt in the condut thereof, 
 __ Whereunto they are unayoidably compelled, will quickly be 
2 Wig: .inveaglcd fo as not to be able to extricate themſelves. Burt 
ES [if © ſet them ar Liberty, ſo as that every Parliament, every Magi- 
7 iy ſtrate,cvery Miniſter, every good Chriſtian, may judge thar 
þ: thar the Preſervation of their Religion is their own Duty in 
| all their capacities, and' Popery with all its Arts will know 
neither how to begin, nor how to proceed with them: 
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If then there were no ſuch Church State as being in the 
; Management of a few, is ſeduceabic, and not difficult ro be 
* 30G poſſeſſed by rhe Intereſt of Popcry,whereby the whole Nation 
3 W020 would be ar once betrayed; rhe Protefiant Religion is now ſo 
firmly ſeated inthe Minds of the People, ſo-countenanced by : 
. BOL8 I aw, ſo eſteemed by all ro be the Principal Intereſt of the 
» Wk . Nation, that the wir of all the Jeſuirs of the world, knows | 
Z Bk | | not 
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CE 
not how to attaque it, much leſs endanger it ; which if there 
be need, ſhall be further demonſtrated, h 


13. Noris it a Matter of Art or difficulty to declare a 
way for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, with the 
Rights of the Government, and Liberties of the Subjeas, 
with the due Freedom of Conſcience, without any ſuch Churct- 
Stare ; but it is what the Principles of. Religion, common Pru- 
dence, and the honeſt Intercſt of the Nation do dire unto ; 


' as to inſtance in the things that are moſt material unto that 


end; 


r. Let a folemn Renunciation of Popery, ſuited unto the 
General Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, be eſtabliſhed 
by Law, to be made publickly by every Perſon, thar is to par- 
rake of the Rights and Priviledges already confirmed unto 
that Religion, or which afterwards ſhall he ſo ; to be renewed 
as occaſion {hall require. | 


2, Let there be one folemn ſtated Confeſſion of the Chriſti- 
an Proteſtant Faith, fuch as is the DoQrine of the Articles 
of the Church,of Englmd, eſpecially as explained inthe pub- 
lick aurhorizcd writings of the Church in the-Days of Queen 
Elizabeth and King 7:mes, betore the Inroad of Novel O- 
pinions among us ; to be ſubſcribed by all enjoying{a publick 
Miniſlry | ; 


3. Let the Migiſt-ate aſſume unto himſelf the exerciſe of 
his juſt Power, in the Preſervation of the publick Peace inall 
Inſtances ; in the Encouragement and Proteion of the Pro- 
fellors of the Proteſtant Religion ; in ſecuring- unto all men. 
their Legal Rights, already granted unto them, in their ſeveral 
places and ſtartions;in the Puniſhment of all Crimes cognoſci- 


] ble by humane Judgement ; in depoling of men from their 


Enjoy 


(12) 
Enjoy ments or Priviledges, which they hold on any condition, 
as ſuppoſe their Orthodox Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, it they fail in, or fall from the Performance of it ; om, 
only things purely Spiritual and Evangelical to the care an 
Power of the Churchcs, andall litigious cauſcs of whar ſort 
ſoever, with the infliction of all outward Penaltics, unto the 
Determination of the Laws, -of the Land, and a great Pro- 
greſs will be made towards Ordcr and Peace amongſt us. 


4. Yea theſe ſew things in general are only needful there- 


.unto; (1) Let the King and Parliament ſecure the Proteſtant 
' Religionas it is the publick Intereſt*of the Nation againſt all 


Atrempts of the Papacy for its DeſtruQtion, with proper Laws, 
and their due execution. (2) Let the Wiſdom and Power of 
the Nation jn the Supream and Subordinate Magiſtrates be 


. exerted,in the rule of all Perſons and Cauſes, Civil and Crimi- 


nal, by one and the ſame Law of rhe Land, in a Complyance 
wherewith the Allegiance of the Subject unto. the King doth 
conſiſt ; without which,Government will never be well tixed 
on its proper and immoveable Baſis. (3) That Proviſion be 
made for the ſedulous Preaching of the Goſpel in all Parts | 
and Places'of the Land, or all Parochia/ Churches, the care | 
whereof is incumbent on the Magiſtrates. (4) Let the | 
Church be proreCted in the exerciſe of its Spiritual Power, by 
Spiritual means only, as Preaching of the Word, Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, and the like; whatever is farther pre- 
tended, as neceſſary unto any of theends of true Religion or | 
its preſervation in the Naticn, is but a Cover for the Negli- } 
gence, Idlencſs, and Inſufficiency of ſome of the Clergy, who 
would have an outward apearance of effeting that by exter- 
nal force, which themſelves by diligent Prayer, ſedulous Prea- | 
ching of the Word, and an cxemplary Converſation,ought to | 
labour for in the Hearts of Men. 


5. It 


[ _ 
5. It, isevident that hereon all cauſes of Jealouſies, ani- 

moſities and ſirifes among the Proteſtants would be raken a- 

'S way ; a)l Complaints of oppreſſion by Courts and Juriſdiati- 

; ons, not owned by the Pcople, be prevented ; all Encroach- 

It | ments on the Conſeiences of men, (whichare and will be an 

he endleſs anJ irreconciieable cauſe of Difference among us) be 


0” | obviared ; all abilicy ro controul or diſturb the Power and 
Priviledge of Kings in their Perſons or Rule; and all T emp- 
( rations to exalt their Power in Abſoluteneſs above the Law, 


© | will be removed; . ſo as that by the Bleſſing of God, Peace 
at } and Love may be preſerved among all true Proteſtants. 


* And if//there do enſue hereon ſome Variety in outward 
of | Rites and Obſervations,as there was in all the Primitive Chur- 
de | ches, who pleaded that the Unity of Faith was commended 
W | and not at all impeached by ſuch varieties ; yet whil'ſt the 
c | ſame DoQtrine of Truthis preached. in all places, the ſame 
th} Sacraments only adminiſtred, wherein every Proteſtant Sub- | 
ed jet of the Nation, will be at Liberty to joyn in Proteſtant 
be f Chriſtian Worſhip, and to partake. of all Church Ordinan- 
TS | ces, in the outward way.and according unto the outward Rites 
IC | of his own chooſing, without the Authoritative examination 
he | or Prohibition of any pretended Church Power, but whar in 
Y || bisown Judgement he doth embrace, no Inconvenience will 
4- | follow hereon, unleſs ir be judged ſuch, that the Proteſtant Re- 
"| ligion, the Liberty of the Subjects, and the due Freedom of 
oy ' _ Conſciences of men ſober and peaceable, will be all preſer- 
"i ved. ; 


- 
FINES 


